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THE GUJARAT PROVINCE OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS

Newman Hall (Premal Jyoti), P.B. 4002, Opp. St. Xavier’s College, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380 009, INDIA
Tel.:(079) 26302241, 26300140 « E-mail: progujsj@gmail.com

July 2021

To,
Fr. Rajeev Chakranarayan SJ
The Director,
Navsarjan,
Surat.

Dear Fr. Rajeev,

I am pleased to know that Navsarjan,
bringing out a digital/print Publicatie
centre has been responding to allenges faced especially by the poor and

er Centre for Human Development, Surat is

avsarjan has reached
life and addressing

and the staff not only for the
orking and collaboration with likeminded
e information with others through this
of the interventions made by a Jesuit centre,
id-19, can become a source of inspiration and

at the time of life and
ent. This document whic|

ing to live with the post Covid effects, let us continue
our search for the true meaning of human life. May we be awakened by the lessons of Covid-19.

/)\N( ¥ ©°
I ukital A_} e
Fr. Durai Fernand

Provincial Superior
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The second wave of the Covidzdd pandemicWias dlso caused millions
of children to lose their parents, and g children, along with
many businesses and jobs that were lost: Xavier's Cell for Human

- Development, Suratin the slug
Covid-19 signs & symptoms, pre ‘

banners.

Navsarjan s mask§/and nutrition kd ildren, and provide
support ies i ed by ration  Kits.
In addition good contributions to sQ@icty @ NGO [ appreciate
the a whole from

for their noble work and service

D\
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EDITORIAL

The world has been swept by the coronavirus. Everywhere it is making havoc. Ac-
F Cogrivis 160afizes répovt8the pandemic surge has entered into the second wave.

As in the first wave, thousands of people had died across the world. In the second
wave, the death toll has increased all over the world and in India once again.

In India due to the lack of hospital facilities & oxygen facilities, more deaths have been registered.

In order to prevent the surge of the coronavirus, various types of vaccines,are already on the mar-
ket. The people are taking vaccines to look forward to a new life. However, WHO and Health de-
partments of all the countries practically have unable to give guaranty, of life‘after vaccination.

In India, fear against vaccination has swept the rural andwrban‘people. The health workers/ social
workers are finding it difficult to convince people to utter a word about the vaccination process. Es-
pecially among the marginalized communities infthe urban slums authenticity and viability of the
vaccination drive have been questioned due 40 a few death‘in‘their areas.

However, gradually people are going through the vaccination. In the local government health units,
vaccination is free of charge while the,same,vaccines cost a lot in private hospitals. This disparity

has also raised a question.

>

In the second wave, various families‘a\ marginalized _areas _have been affected. Many of them
have lost lives, employment; children have not been able to attend the school for several months

where online facilities are the bigyproblem due to lack of‘eemputer/smartphone facilities.

Fear psychosis is looming over the area. The ma;?alized coammunities have been further pushed
into hunger, unemployment and lack of income. 'he various schemes of the government such as
an old-age pension, widow's pensiong relief to pregnant women & PDS system have been shut &

compromised'due to various lockdowns during the pandemic.

NXCHDzhas realized that the heavy setbackfduring the pandemic has been to the old & sick; or-
phan,children; single-parentschildren; widows/widowers, battered women/men and LGBT communi-
ty members.

Thus, the citizen living below the poverty line have been neglected systematically. As per the ca-
pacity of the NXCHD, it has been able to reach out to marginalized communities during these criti-
cal times giving them some relief. NXCHD have been able to restore their human dignity.

Let us come together to restore the human dignity of the poor & build everyone as a citizen of Bha-
rat/ India.

- Fr. Rajeev Chakaranarayan s.j.

Director

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development
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COVID-19 has caused a serious impact on almost every society of the earth. Due to
the problems caused by this particular health crisis all overithe world, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) has declared it as a glebal,pandemie. Lockdown has
been recognised as the only method to control the spread of the pandemic and almost

every country has adopted this method.

Amidst the lockdown in Indian society,sultiple'issues related to social, educational,
economical, political, agricultural, psychological levels and many more have been
noticed which has created the devastating impact on the lives of the people. If we analyse the act of “social-
distancing™ sociologically, isn’t it a new form of untouchability24@ffcourse, in the Indian society after the
Vedic period, people of the upper caste used to ‘maintaifi'soeial-distancing with untouchables so that they
don’t impure the people of upper caste. On the same pattern, in the contemporary society due to Covid-19
all the constitutional norms eliminating un,tou“chability and promoting integration seems to be failed as peo-

ple are asked to maintain social- distancingy:

Impact of Covid-19 has been/multiple afx nly limited to seci€ty,at large. From the perspective of the
i

economy both rural and urban have been impacted adversely. Everyone has seen the issues being faced by
migrant workers, will they be the samefwhen Covid-19ends? ©f course'not. The migrant workers depend

on daily earnings;they,barely have savings which they cbul_d spendhdufing any emergency.

Even as sevieralimigrant workers have left Gujarat’s Slg city due to the Covid-19 surge and anticipation
of a lockdown, peopleassociated with thediamond andtextile have moved in large number to their natives.
Peopleliving in slums are in worse condition. No feed, No income and no security. Although the govern-

ment has provided free ration to many of them however only food is not the necessity of human being.

Navsarjan Xavier’s Cell forghuman Development has manage to mobilize some resources and try to help
peopletof Surat, especially the slum dwellers. The team of Navsarjan has not taken a single break during
the first and second Lockdown. They are continuously working for the people and with people. I appreciate

all the staff of Navsarjan for their commitment and willingness to work for the pootrest of poor.

- Samir Macwan

Program Manager

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development 6



A RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC BY NAVSARJAN, SURAT
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COVID-19 Pandemic has affected and grasped our planet. India is a major victim of the Coro-

na Virus. In March and April-2021 Gujarat had experienced the so-called second wave of Co-
rona virus. These three months have been terrifying and fatal to the whole of Gujarat state.
According to the different media reports. Many people have lost their liie@s and many of them
have tested positive in Covid tests.

Surat is one of the major cities of Gujarat that has had a large impachon the virus. NAVSAR-
JAN- Xavier’s Cell for human Development, Surat, worksywith the usban poor of the city.

The slums dwellers were badly affected, especially the daily wage €arners. They have lost
their ways of earning and sustenance and left with almast nothing at hand.

NXCHD has taken several initiatives to fight_against COVID.19 pandemic such as creating
awarness and prevention methods, medical relief kits anddration relief kits. NXCHD has also
created numbers of volunteers who are helpingthepeople in need.

The details of activities carried out byaNXCHD"are explained below:

1. Zoom meeting with commun\&leaders :
e

NXCHD had taken initiative to cr"i wareness about.Covid-19. Pandemic. It organized a
an

zoom meeting of all'the“leaders women’s
associations of 35 slums. Ingthe*meeting, the
signs, symptoms, and prevention measures of:
the COVID.19 pandemie were explained{Later
on, the leadersyand the members of the wom-
efi's assogiations provided awarness material

abouticovid 119. These leaders went aroundiin

thesslumsyand explained the same information
to the people of the slums: Since there are too many cases of fever and cough in the slums,
thetidemand came from the leaders to provide them basic medicine. After due consultation
with doctors, some medicines for fever and cough were given to leaders to distribute to the
needy.

2. Awareness Banners in the slums area :

To create awareness among the slum dwellers 114 a big size (5ft x 5ft) banners were printed
and put up in the 35 slums. Ninety-four (94) Local Leaders helped NXCHD to put up the
banners at the different locations where they were visible to all. These banners have infor-
mation about: a) importance of mask, b) Covid-19 signs & symptoms, c) preventive measures
& d) some information about vaccination.

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development



The banners were seen by approximately 50 to 70 thousand people. People expressed that
the banners are informative with basic simple language. They do have pictorial convey the

awarnﬁgp@ﬂmﬁp&ggglopma%y&pppreciated the initiative. The members of women as-

sociation were motivated.

' 5’. g

3. Masks for Children:

Most of the slums dwellers are migrated. £hey belong taypoor class. Mask is not their priority.
Among the slums dwellers children are the,most vulngrable folk. They are non-attended. It is
the one of the priorities of NXCHD, work toward for the holistic development of the children.

4. Awareness about Vaccination:

The government’s health department has started a vaccination program. However, this pro-
gram has some lapses like no sufficient stock of free vaccine. At present, those who can af-
ford to buy vaccines can get easily in private hospitals. NXCHD with another organization,
Navchetna Trust has submitted a memorandum to the authorities for a free and compulsory
vaccine for all.

Process of vaccination:

1 To have the vaccine one has to register either through a mobile application or from{he
website. \\

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development 8



1 From a mobile number, one can register only four names.

1 Suppose a family has more than four members and one mobile or Some families don’t
PENG GrigBiessnd KdgrectedsHA rightly by e

the government.

1 The government has deprived these fami- [
lies of their right to have the vaccine.

NXCHD has raised this issue with the Local Mu-
nicipal Administration and submitted a memoran-
dum to have a fair and simple process for the vac-
cination for all. NXCHD is going to take this issue with MLAs'and MPs.

In 35 slums NXCHD has created awarness about vaccination though posters. The women as-
sociations have taken number of meetings in_their respective slums. The leaders of the com-
munity together with NXCHD staff helped numbers of people to get registered for vaccination.

NXCHD has networked with Ahmedabad based Civil Society Organization called Sath. This
network has appointed two staff s lly to create awareness about vaccination, provide sup-
port and guidance to slums dweller:

>

5. A survey to know the nun{ f deaths occurred in last year due to covid
19, Provide support tofamilies to avail thefgovernment schemes:

The second wave of covid 19'was very crucial,saumbers of pegple died during this period. The

print and electronic. media flashing news that the ere nodeds in hospitals, high shortage of

medicinés,and oxygen supply. It also showed t numbers of people were dying.

This made NXCHD to think to hayé some shortiof information about the death accured during
thistperiod. It was decided that NXCHD should get at least its working area details about
deaths'due to covid 19. A questioner was formulated and survey was conducted.

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development 9



The main aim of the survey was:

1. To know how many people have died in the last year due to covid 19.
PDF Compressor Free Version

2. Those who have died, whether they had an account in the bank.
3. Whether they were covered under Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJJBY) or not.

PMJJBY scheme has insurance of rs.200000/- in the event of the death'ef the insured per-
son. NXCHD has collected data of 183 deaths from 35 slums. NXCHD hashelped, those
families to get their entitlement, whose members were cavered under the scheme.

out of 183 only 58 persons have their bank account and other detailsp NXCHD staff has visit-
ed personally each family and tracked them with thefhelp of bank passbook, out of 58 persons
only few were enrolled in PMJJBY. In some of the casesithe passbooks were not updated.
They were adviced to get it updated.

So far out of 183, 2 people had get moneybut itds‘net.under PMJJBY Scheme.

# For detailed report Kindly Refer
period

xured 1 A survey report on death occur during Covid-19

6. Ration relief kit support to families who were affected by Covid-19 :

With the series of meetingsswith 31 unity leadersgwith theinconsensus NXCHD has decid-
ed to provide Ration support to_Covid effected needy families. The community leaders had

taken responsibility ofidentifying covid affecte ilieshrand i/making list of theirs. The leaders

issued a token to eaeh, family. NXCHD has distri ration relief kit to all such families. The

responsibilitypef information about distribution d time) was taken by the community

leaders and they also extended théir help in distribution.

The families \have already spent'good amount of money as medical expenses. In some of the
casesithey have borrowed at higheriinterest from money lenders. In the given circumstances
some of the families weresfinding difficult it to manage the house expense. The ration kit was

a great relief for affected families.

NAVSARJAN Xavier’s Cell for Human Development 10



7. Covid 19 & vaccination awareness through posters:

Covid 19 & vaccination was totally unknown arena for whole world. Very little information was
availaBi® Hoemip ressok ree i YpssitBa were totally ignorant and confused about it. It was
the need of the hour that a proper scientific information about covid 19 and vaccination should
be provided to the slums dwellers.

NXCHD has taken this challenge as a mission and decided to create series of posters/
banners/leaflets/placards and social media messages to create awareness,about covid -19
and vaccination. NXCHD has formed a team and assigned responsibilitysto,Create banners
and posters. The team has created more than 15 posters/banners. These banners and post-
ers were posted on various social media platforms.

The posters and banners were made in local languages. This message is clearly conveyed
through the pictures. These posters and banners were“highly appreciated by Community
Based Organizations, Civil Society Organizations and Government departments. NXCHD has
helped numbers of Civil Society Organizations to redesign according to their local needs and
print these banners and posters all over Gujarat, so that movement of creating awareness

about covid-19 is taken forward to'e
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. Still, it assumes that the third wave of Covid 19 will

Covid 19,it is very important to understand how Covid

impact children more. IN thi

19 spared, symptoms,

set to aware general
ted that the banners a

ren'in the  working areas of NXCHD. The pur-

nourishment among the slum children has in-

alnutrition factor.

# For detailed report Kindly Refer Annexured 2 A Survey to Find out the status of malnutrition

among the children of slums in Surat

9. A Special Nutritional kit for Children:

As we go into our working area, we found that children are malnourished. Several children
were found underweight. The survey revealed that Lockdown had affected the family income
and as a result, children had no nutritional/ healthy food. With the help of the experts, NXCHD

N\
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Seven hundred (700) plus children were given these kits. The children/parents, area leaders

were very happy.[ A kit for Children
QPRI e gmpes o Free Verglon Unit || SI ltems Unit
said that we were :

. 1 |Peanuts 200 gm 9 Good Day 1 pic
not able to provide — . -
such nutritious 2 |Chikki 2 pic 10 QLU 1 pic
ShBhKs {0 their chil-| > | Cashews 50 gm 11| Checolate 1 pic
dren, but Navsarjan| 4 |Almonds 50 gm 12 1 pic
has done a com-| °© |Chana 200gm 13 115 gm
mendable job for| 6 |Toast 1 pack 1 bottle
them. They were| 7 [Amulya Powder 2 pack okos 2 pic
thankful = to the| 8 |Bonavita ORS Electra 4 pic
NXCHD.

4 = -

_ %5 1
—
= p ‘_" 3 Suppocue
2 > | ) ;
. - i 2 ‘\\ gud
nd differently abl ild

above categories.

343 total were orphans while 201 children have

ere that 343 children
Forty-on

only mother & 70 children have only father. Atthe ™

children were physically differently abled & 7 children were blind.

e
same time, other finding indicated 14 children were mentally challenged while seven (7)

# For detailed report Kindly Refer Annexured 3 Orphan Children and single family children

survey Report June-2021
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A safety/ hygiene kit to Leaders of the area:

s Association) in the slums area where it is

are working hard to help the slum people in

this existing crisis. While working for the poor and unhygienic areas the leaders need to take
proper safety measurement against the contagion of the virus or even spread of the corona
virus. NXCHD has provided all the leaders a hygiene kit that included gbottle of sanitizer, a

pair of hand gloves & an N95 Mask. Along with this kit, the area leaders e enthusiastic

12. Thermal gun and Oximeter for lasses to monitor the health

NXCHD runs educational classes

run asse ) i ome to class

d ework esent sit-

chilg@en. A thermal gun and g have been
al o class teach rs are instructed

temperature a n level of each child daily. These records are

ganization to look i@o the early,s s of child care.

Due to various lockdowns number of families/people have a bad impact on their earning/
income. The condition of elderly people is worse at present. They are alone and have noth-
ing to sustain themselves. NXCHD has surveyed such needy families and people. There are



